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Total visitors arrivals fell by 6.3 percent in December 2008 

Both air visitor and cruise ship passenger arrivals continued on a downward trend—albeit at a 
slower pace in the final month of 2008.  The Territory drew a total of 283,112 visitors in Decem-
ber 2008, down by 6.3 percent from the previous year. There were 219,369 cruise ship passen-
gers and 63,743 air visitors; representing a loss of 7.3 percent and 2.8 percent, respectively. 
 
Arrivals by District 
 
Air Arrivals to the St. Thomas/St. John district totaled 51,889,  a decline of 2.8 percent from the 
December 2007 total of 51,889.  St. Croix arrivals declined to 11,854 from 12,220 last Decem-
ber, a decrease of 3.0 percent.  All 219,369 cruise ship passengers visited the St. Thomas/St. John 
district, which experienced a drop of 7.3 percent from 236,654 last year.  There were no cruise 
passengers to St. Croix.  The number of cruise ship calls to the Territory totaled 95 this month, or 
8 less calls than the corresponding month last year. 
 

Hotel Occupancy 
 

The Territory’s reported hotel occupancy rate for December was estimated at 55.6 percent com-
pared to 64.0 percent last year.  The hotel occupancy rate for St. Croix was 40.3 percent com-
pared to last December’s occupancy rate of 51.8 percent.  The occupancy rate for the St. Thomas 
and St. John district was 61.4 percent compared to 68.3 percent for December 2007.   The aver-
age length of stay on St. Thomas and St. John was 4.2 nights and 4.6 nights for St. Croix.  The 
hotel occupancy report was based on the reporting of approximately 96 percent hotels and ac-
commodations establishments, with one large hotel and a few small guesthouses not reporting for 
the month of December. A total of $1,039,676 was collected in hotel room revenues compared to 
$1,097,083 in December 2007, a 5.2 percent drop in revenue. 
 
Tourism Statistics January to December 
 
Fewer visitors came to the Territory in 2008 than in 2007--2,435,972 compared to 2,611,251, for 
a decline of 6.7 percent.  There were 678,905 air visitors, a modest 2.1 percent fall-off from the 
693,378 air visitors in 2007.  A total of 1,757,067 cruise passengers visited this year, 8.4 percent 
less than the 1,917,878 cruise passengers who visited last year. There were 687 cruise ship calls 
during this period, or 8.6 percent less calls than last year. 
 
The Territory’s annual hotel occupancy rate averaged 60.0 percent, about 4.9 percentage points 
lower than the occupancy rate in 2007.  Occupied room nights were 1,036,187 compared to 
1,100,095 in 2007.  Available room nights grew by 1.9 percent from 1,727,699 to 1,695,233. 
 
A total of 807,454 guests were reported to have stayed at hotels--a 6.0 percent increase over the 
761,394 guests who stayed during the same twelve-month period in 2007.  Guests from the 
United States, who comprise 83.3 percent of hotel guests, grew by 9.9 percent.   Hotel guest reg-
istrations were also up from the following regions: Canada (48.3 percent), Puerto Rico (1.8 per-
cent), Europe (5.3 percent), Central America (13.8 percent), and South America (11.1 percent).  
Conversely, Local residents fell (7.2 percent), Other West Indies (30.8 percent) and Other Areas 
(71.1 percent).  The large decline in guests from Other Areas reflects improved efforts to identify 
guests by place of origin. 
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PASSENGER ARRIVALS             

  
   08 CY 07 CY % Ch.  

 Dec 08 Nov 08 Dec 07 Jan-Dec Jan-Dec 08/07 

       

Air  Visitors  63,743 37,318 65,607 678,905 693,373 -2.1 

    St. Thomas and St. John 51,889 37,853 53,387 556,960 561,321 -0.8 

    St. Croix 11,854 9,561 12,220 121,945 132,052 -7.7 

Cruise Ship Visitors 219,369 156,425 236,654 1,757,067 1,917,878 -8.4 

    St. Thomas and St. John 219,369 155,791 236,654 1,754,557 1,917,371 -8.5 

    St. Croix 0 634 0 2,510 7,146 - 

Cruise Ship Calls 95 61 103 687 752 -8.6 

    St. Thomas and St. John 95 60 103 685 750 -8.7 

    St. Croix 0 1 0 2 6 -66.7 

              

HOTEL REGISTRATION             

  
   08 CY 07 CY % Ch.  

 Dec 08 Nov 08 Dec 07 Jan-Dec Jan-Dec 08/07 

       

Total 78,121 60,538 57,322 807,454 761,394 6.0 

Residents 6,252 6,088 5,613 104,023 95,601 8.8 

Non Residents 71,869 54,450 51,709 703,431 665,793 5.7 

   United States 66,799 49,450 48,131 672,870 612,279 9.9 

   Puerto Rico 1,691 1,785 950 21,058 20,682 1.8 

   Other West Indies 622 592 766 7,396 10,681 -30.8 

   Canada 1,152 657 499 8,922 6,018 48.3 

   Europe 1,068 1,622 956 15,679 14,884 5.3 

   Central America 31 27 70 552 485 13.8 

   South America 91 35 56 1,107 996 11.1 

   Other Areas 416 282 282 3,916 13,553 -71.1 

Average Stay (nights) 4.2 4.1 4.5 4.3 4.4 -2.3 

             

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS             

    08 CY 07 CY % Ch.  

 Dec 08 Nov 08 Dec 07 Jan-Dec Jan-Dec 08/07 

       

Total Tourist Rooms Available 4,896 4,856 4,745 4,857 4,757 2.1 

Occupied Room Nights 79,589 74,126 89,501 1,036,187 1,100,095 -5.8 

Available Room Nights 143,187 137,648 139,841 1,727,699 1,695,233 1.9 

Occupancy Rate (%) 55.6 53.9 64.0 60.0 64.9 - 

    St. Thomas and St. John 61.4 57.2 68.3 64.8 68.5 - 

    St. Croix 40.3 44.9 51.8 46.3 54.2 - 

              

Note:  CY = Calendar Year.         

          % Ch. 08/07 = year-to-date      

          Data subject to revision.      

 

Tourism Indicators is a Bureau of Economic Research publication that compiles basic economic and statistical information from numerous sources.  
The table featured in this publication compares the reported month’s data with figures from the preceding month and from the month of one year 

earlier figure.  Data are subject to revision. 

Visit us on the web at WWW.USVIBER.ORG for more detailed statistics! 
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