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Visitor Arrivals for July 2009 down by 9.2 Percent  

 

There were 152,633 visitors to the Territory July 2009, down 15,444 visitors or 9.2 percent 
over July 2008. There were 91,489 cruise ship passenger arrivals this month compared to 
105,622 last July.  The number of ship cruise ship calls fell to 27 from 31 during the same pe-
riod a year ago. Air arrivals, which totaled 61,144 this month, decrease by 2.1 percent when 
compared to the corresponding period last year. 
 

Arrivals by District 
 

The St. Thomas-St. John district received 48,559 air visitors, a 4.6 percent decline from last 
July.  The St. Croix district continues to see an upswing in air visitors. The district welcomed 
12,584 air visitors, up 8.9 percent from 11,554 who landed last year.  The St. Thomas-St. John 
district received 91,489 cruise passengers, a 13.4 percent decrease from July 2008.  There were 
7,043 cruise visitors to St. Croix this year, whereas there were no cruise ship calls last July. 
 
Hotel Occupancy 
 

The Territory’s hotels reported occupancy rate averaged 56.5 percent this month compared to 
61.1 percent last July.  The rate for St. Croix was 32.8 percent compared to 43.2 percent re-
corded one year earlier.  The rate for St. Thomas and St. John was 64.7 percent, virtually the 
same as last July’s 64.6 percent.  Territory-wide occupied room nights in 2009 were 622,554 
compared with 689,476 the previous year-to-date July. Total hotel room revenue for July was 
$1,173,966, a 19.5 percent decrease from the $1,458,844 collected in July 2008. 
 

Tourism Statistics January to July 2009 

 

The Territory received 1,402,304 visitors during the past seven months compared to the 
1,602,261 visitors who came during the same period last year.  There were 428,082 air visitors 
compared to 463,230 last year, or a 7.6 percent decline.  A total of 974,222 cruise passengers 
visited in 2009 July year-to-date in comparison to the 1,139,031 passengers who visited in 
2008. There was a total of 393 cruise ship calls during the seven-month period compared to 452 
through July 2008. 
 
July year-to-date air arrivals to the St. Thomas-St. John district totaled of 350,886 this period, 
while the district of St. Croix had 77,196 air visitors, or a 2.5 percent decrease. Cruise passen-
ger arrivals fell by 16.6 percent to 948,937 from 1,137,155 last year in the St. Thomas-St. John 
district.  St. Croix received 38,502 cruise passengers compared to the 1,876 in 2008. 
 

The Territory’s hotel occupancy rate from January to July averaged 60.1 percent compared to 
67.4 percent last year.  The year-to-date hotel guest registrations were 554,644 compared to 
525,174 last year. Guest Registrations were up from the following regions: The U.S. (4.9 per-
cent), Local Residents (11.0 percent), Other West Indies (32.2 percent), Canada, Europe and 
Other Areas by (26.0 percent), (13.0 percent), and (23.7 percent).  On the other hand, hotel 
guest decreased from Puerto Rico (13.5 percent), Central America (21.3 percent), and South 
America (16.9 percent). 
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PASSENGER ARRIVALS             

    09 CY 08 CY % Ch.  

 Jul 09 Jun 09 Jul 08 Jan-Jul Jan-Jul 09/08 

       

Air  Visitors  61,144 58,110 62,454 428,082 463,230 -7.6 

    St. Thomas and St. John 48,559 46,558 50,900 350,886 384,071 -8.6 

    St. Croix 12,584 11,552 11,554 77,196 79,159 -2.5 

Cruise Ship Visitors 91,489 91,938 105,622 974,222 1,139,031 -14.5 

    St. Thomas and St. John 84,446 85,180 105,622 948,937 1,137,155 -16.6 

    St. Croix 7,043 6,758 0 38,502 1,876 - 

Cruise Ship Calls 27 28 31 393 452 -13.1 

    St. Thomas and St. John 25 26 31 381 451 -15.5 

    St. Croix 2 2 0 20 1 - 

              

HOTEL REGISTRATION             

    09 CY 08 CY % Ch.  

 Jul 09 Jun 09 Jul 08      Jan-Jul Jan-Jul 09/08 

       

Total 83,969 71,055 72,889 554,677 525,174 5.6 

Residents 6,871 6,663 7,495 49,428 44,548 11.0 

Non Residents 77,098 64,392 65,394 505,249 480,626 5.1 

   United States 71,088 60,305 59,360 467,444 445,523 4.9 

   Puerto Rico 1,940 1,662 2,322 10,718 12,397 -13.5 

   Other West Indies 1,551 729 818 5,917 4,477 32.2 

   Canada 702 571 876 6,738 5,346 26.0 

   Europe 1,418 720 1,420 10,668 9,443 13.0 

   Central America 133 28 46 296 376 -21.3 

   South America 65 87 132 657 791 -16.9 

   Other Areas 209 289 420 2,812 2,274 23.7 

Average Stay (nights) 3.9 3.8 4.2 4.1 4.4 -6.8 

             

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS             

    09 CY 08 CY % Ch.  

 Jul 09 Jun 09 Jul 08 Jan-Jul Jan-Jul 09/08 

       

Total Tourist Rooms Available 4,893 4,896 4,871 4,895 4,852 0.9 

Occupied Room Nights 81,314 81,561 88,923 622,554 689,476 -9.7 

Available Room Nights 144,000 143,117 145,627 1,035,713 1,022,823 1.3 

Occupancy Rate (%) 56.5 57.0 61.1 60.1 67.4 - 

    St. Thomas and St. John 64.7 63.8 67.6 67.1 72.4 - 

    St. Croix 32.8 36.6 43.2 39.7 52.7 - 

              

Note:  CY = Calendar Year.         

          % Ch. 09/08 = year-to-date      

          Data subject to revision.      
 

Tourism Indicators is a Bureau of Economic Research publication that compiles basic economic and statistical information from numerous sources.  
The table featured in this publication compares the reported month’s data with figures from the preceding month and from the month of one year 

earlier figure.  Data are subject to revision. 

Visit us on the web at WWW.USVIBER.ORG for more detailed statistics! 
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