SELECTED FOOD IMPORTS REVIEW

TO THE USVI FROM UNITED STATES & FOREIGN REGIONS

All data in the report are produced by the Census Bureau and are compiled by the Bureau of Economic Research.

display the increases and decreases of commonly imported food products into the U.S. Virgin Islands.

USVI IMPORTED FOOD PRODUCTS 2024

In 2024, the U.S.
Virgin Islands
(USVI) spent
over $178.8
million on
imported food
products,
representing a
20.6% increase
compared to the
previous year.

The top food imports by value were Alcoholic
Beverages ($42.1 million) which is the highest
selected food import by value accounting for 23.6%
of total selected imports, Fruits ($23.9 million) were
the second highest in import value accounting for
13.4% of the total selected food import value, Beef
and Veal ($17.9 million), Poultry ($17.8 million), Cane
Molasses ($14.7 million), and Fish ($12.4 million).
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Despite ongoing demand in certain areas, several
food categories experienced significant declines.
Notable contributors to this decrease included milk
(down 11.0%), water (down 10.4%), seafood (down
8.2%), cheese (down 7.4%), pasta (down 3.0%), and
sugar and sweeteners (down 2.3%).

Significant changes were observed in the weight of
key imported food products. Imports of protein
products rose to about 11.4 million kilograms, a
29.7% increase from 2023. Egg imports also
increased to around 1.1 million dozen, marking a
32.5% rise. However, fruit and vegetable imports
declined to 5.3 million kilograms, a 5.8% drop. These
figures refer only to imports from the United States,
as weights from other countries are not recorded.
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Sugars & Sweeteners
Cane Molasses
Confectionary
Cocoa

FRESH/
CHILLED/
FROZEN

$17,245,000
$14,501,000
$10,019,098
$2,422,746
$3,235,000
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The Selected Food Import Annual Review is a data report on often imported food items from the United States and Foreign countries to the U.S. Virgin Islands. The table and graphs in this report

Table 1: 2022-2024 Selected Food Imports by Food Group and Preservation Requirements
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$17,837,000
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$17,178,000 3.9%
$16,305,000 9.4%
$8,429,405 46.6%
$3,419,457 -8.2%
$2,874,000 20.5%
$714,000 11.1%
$6,143,082 288.6%
$9,266,466  9.5%
$2,636,000 41.6%
$684,000 19.0%
$5,678,000 -7.4%
$3,941,997 -11.0%
$1,708,941 -3.0%
$1,308,318  39.4%
$5,948,000 -0.1%
$42,397,742  -0.6%
$5,832,040 -10.4%
$879,394  45%
$1,052,000 -2.3%
$10,089,062 45.9%
$698,689  25.4%
$1,077,659 58.4%

TOTAL $77,873,266 | $100,938,688 | $178,811,954 | $148,261,252 | 206 |

Please note: The Food Imports Report classifies im
preservation requirements: "Fresh/Chilled/Frozen" (|

r_ported food products into two main categories based on their
CF) and "Prepared & Preserved" (P&P).

CF products include fresh

food items that need to be kept chilled or frozen during and after importation. P&P products, on the other hand, are
foods that are well-preserved without the need for cold or chilled temperatures, such as those that are packed in cans

or airtight bags.

USVI FOOD IMPORTS BY U.S. AND FOREIGN CATEGORY 2022- 2024
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In 2024, the highest value of imported food in the US Virgin Islands was for beverages,
especially alcoholic beverages. They accounted for $54.2 million, which is equivalent to
30.7% of all food imports. The United States remained the primary source of the U.S. Virgin
Islands’ food imports in 2024, accounting for 77.5% of the total market, with imports valued
at $136.8 million. The remaining 22.5%, or approximately $39.7 million, originated from
foreign regions—reflecting a significant 31.6% increase in the value of non-U.S. food
imports compared to 2023. Among these, South-Central America contributed 57.4% and
Europe 32.3% to the total value of imported food products.
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